
Otterburn Parish Council
Parish Clerk’s Report

6 April, 2011 – 29 April, 2011

Item 3a: Conveyance of two gifts of land to the Parish Council – Update: I have attempted to speak to Mr Carroll of 
Cuthbertsons Solicitors to confirm whether the conveyance for ‘The Green’, Willowgreen has as yet been fully completed. 
Additionally I have sought confirmation of safe receipt of the cheque for £600.00 which is payment of Aimbaron’s 
Solicitors fees.  

Regarding the second conveyance I have also sought an update from Mr Carroll as to whether the surveyor has undertaken 
the necessary work and how the work is progressing.

I am advised Mr Carroll has been away on sick leave but if I receive a response before 3 May I will update the meeting.

Item 3b: Mouldshaugh Developments (footpath) – Update: I have attempted to contact Jenny Green of NCC 
Planning Department for an update on the development of the footpath between Willow Green and the Children’s play 
area in Brierley Gardens.  On 5 April I was advised that the Enforcement Officer does have the instruction to ensure the 
footpath development commences however with a large amount of work it may be sometime before action is taken. I will 
send a further email to NCC seeking an update.

Item 3c: Otterburn Hall footpaths - Update: I spoke to John McErlane, Definitive Map Officer, NCC on 21 April. He 
advises he has written to Angel Group solicitors seeking any concession on the footpaths at the Hall. He advises me that 
unless anything concrete is received by 13 May then he will commence with a further Modification Order for the footpaths 
across the land.

 Item 3d: Village Tidy-up: This took place on 16 April with around 10 volunteers covering much of the village. Well over 
20 bags of rubbish were collected and removed by NCC. The village was looking much tidier although already evidence of 
rubbish being dropped is clear.  NCC have kindly allowed the Parish Council to keep the litter pickers, gloves and 
remaining bags. These will be kept by the Parish Clerk and available to anyone wishing to borrow the items to assist in 
keeping the village clean.

Item 4b: Accounts to 31 March, 2011: These will be presented by the Parish Clerk, confirming the final figures as at 31 
March, 2011. 

Item 4c: Audit to 31 March, 2011: You will be asked to approve the Statement of Accounts and the Annual Governance 
Statement at the meeting.

Item 4d: Parish Council Insurance: I have received the paperwork for the renewal of the Parish Council Insurance from 
Came & Company.  Whilst the premium has risen slightly in the last 12 months with the 5% discount for no claims the 
actual amount payable has reduced £4 to £346.80. You will be asked to approve the payment of this invoice.

Item 5a: NCC20110008: Change of use and conversion of part of existing stone barn to two dwellings, including 
addition of one window and three rooflights to front and six rooflights to rear (amended red line boundary). Barn 
adjacent to The Vicarage, Otterburn, Northumberland, NE19 1NP: This planning application was received between 
Parish Council meetings and required a response by 27 April. The Councillors have all reviewed the application and have 
approved the application. NCC Planning Department have been notified the decision.

Item 6a: Blocked drain and road sweeping in the village: I am pleased to confirm that a road sweeper was in the 
village on 28 April and the pavements as well as the sides of the roads are looking much tidier.  The drain alongside PC 
Carroll’s bench is still blocked and I am in contact with NCC to get this cleared as soon as possible. 

Item 6b: Hole in pavement between Snaith’s bus Depot and the Village school: I am pleased to confirm that this 
hole has now been filled by NCC. 

Item 6c:  Northumberland News Magazine: I have received notification that the magazine that has been delivered to 
households since October 2009 will, under a Government new code of conduct, will shortly cease to be available this way. 
From July the NCC will be issuing a quarterly, electronic version of Northumberland News which residents can sign up to 
by visiting www.northumberland.gov.uk/extra There will be a small number of hard copy magazines that people can collect 
from more than 40 libraries. 

Item 6d: ‘The Green’, Willowgreen – Future use: You will be asked to consider how the future use of the ‘The Green’ 
should be decided as well as how and when an open meeting should be arranged for the local residents to decide important 
decisions including maintenance.

Martin Chilvers 29 April, 2011
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